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                          French film evening: Tuesday 22nd May
OUR French film nights offer a meal deal of £16 to enjoy a meal and watch the film, but those who would prefer to come along just to see the film can do so for just £5. The film starts at about 8pm; the meal at 7pm. 
A troubling and provocative film
IN LOUIS MALLE’s lauded war drama, Lucien Lacombe (Pierre Blaise) is a young man living in south-west rural France during World War II who seeks to join the French Resistance.
 

When he is rejected due to his youth, the resentful Lucien allies himself with the Nazis and joins the Gallic arm of their Gestapo.

Lucien grows to enjoy the power that comes with his position, but his life is complicated when he falls for France Horn (Aurore Clément), a beautiful young Jewish woman.  

Oscar nominated, it is regarded by many critics as LOUIS MALLE’s most ambitious and provocative film.
Shown with English subtitles.

The meal choices are :
   - Scrumpy beef casserole with parsley and horseradish dumplings

   - Garlic chicken with oven roasted vegetables

   - Moroccan carrot and chickpeas stew
To book your meal and film deal, please contact Jean Mansell jeanmansell2@gmail.com  with your meal choice by Wednesday, 16 May.  Cheques (£16 per person) should be sent to Jean at Nightoak, 2 Stourscombe Wood, Launceston PL15 9JP, and please note on the back of the cheque that the payment is for the French film night and for the number of people.
______________________________________________________________________________


Packet problems
Our apologies to any twinners who did not receive their issue of The Packet immediately before the twinning weekend.  We have such a large emailing list that we divide it into four batches and it appears that there was a problem with one of the batches.  We didn’t realise what had happened until we heard from a few twinners during the weekend and, on checking our files, discovered that those who hadn’t received the information were all in the same mailing group. (We’ll do a check with this mailing to make sure it’s not a permanent error.)
________________________________________________________________________________
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                          Saying it in Style – a thank-you from our twins in Plestin!
A whirlwind weekend!
WHEN Plestin mayor Christian Jeffroy joked during the 2016 twinning exchange that perhaps Plestin would need two vehicles in future to convey the Plestin twinners, little did he realise how prophetic his words would prove.

For this year, it required a huge double-decker coach plus a large minibus to bring our visitors to Launceston.

The record-breaking French group totalled nearly 100 and our Sunday evening celebration broke more records, seating 200 people – 32 of them children aged under 12.  Such large numbers meant that the Town Hall could no longer accommodate our group so the venue was Trethorne.
Our guests arrived in Launceston on Saturday evening and Sunday was a free day when hosts arranged activities ranging from bracing walks along the coast to visits to Cornish towns or gardens.  Everyone came together in the evening for the traditional supper-dance.

After supper, our chairman, Jill Whitechurch, said: “I'm often asked at the county twinning meetings and indeed from Devon too, what has made our group so vibrant?  I think primarily it is because we have been willing to change and adapt and to incorporate more families in our social events.

“All this success of course would not happen without a hard working committee, but most importantly, we have to thank Plestin for being so mega-enthusiastic and often pressurising us into finding more Twinners to match your needs.

“We have managed all this change and development because it is based on years of stability and friendship – long may this remain.”
The Mayor of Plestin, M Jeffroy, on his second visit to Launceston, spoke of the tremendous enthusiasm and support for twinning in both Launceston and Plestin.  He also showed a stunning box of produce from Brittany that he would be presenting next day at a meeting with the Mayor of Launceston.
The mayor’s sentiments were echoed by Plestin president, Bruno Philippé, who referred to the record numbers this year and added that were already more families in Plestin hoping to find hosts in Launceston!
He was confident that the Plestin-Launceston twinning would continue successfully – despite the political background.  
Gifts from Plestin were presented to Jill and to Jenny Worth with a special thank-you. Cherry Warne was interpreter for the speeches.

Two large rooms were needed at Trethorne to accommodate our group and this year we had a table plan, ensuring that families could sit together.  Music was provided by The Countrymen.
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In the Highland Suite, youngsters tucking in            In the Shire Suite, adults checking out desserts
To cater for the huge group and the wide age-range, planned activities on Monday saw the French coach take a large contingent to Buckland Abbey while a packed Tilley’s coach took another group to Powderham Castle.

The weather stayed dry at both locations although the wicked wind made life difficult On the walk up for those brave souls who had taken picnics
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 Lunch in the cafes and restaurants were a warmer option and then came walks through the grounds which were starting to show real signs of Spring. 

When it came to swapping notes, it turned out that both groups had thoroughly enjoyed the day with lots to interest and amuse them.
Maurice acts as interpreter during the guided tour               Then, early next morning, it was time to say goodbye to the big French coach and minibus and along with them our very dear French friends.                                                                                 

               Photos from the twinning weekend are available to view on our website at:
               https://launcestontwinningassociation.weebly.com/plestin-visit-2018.html 
A big thank-you�to everyone who worked so hard and devoted so much time to make the twinning weekend such a success – from the Launceston committee and le comité de jumelage Plestin-Launceston to the volunteers who assumed ad hoc responsibilities to keep things on track. 
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